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upsurge o£ national feeling and gave rise to the terrorist
movement, mainly in Bengal and the Punjab, that the
British connection as such was questioned. Even so, the
earlier nationalist movement did not envisage complete
severance of the British connection, and it was only in
the late twenties of the present century that complete in-
dependence or "Puma Swaiaj" became an ideal largely ac-
cepted. But these events were still to come. In the
younger days of Romesh Dutt allegiance to the British
Crown was generally accepted, and it is no wonder that
on various occasions he asserted his loyalty to the Crown.
In fact, he described the British Empire as a "superb insti-
tution" and, while criticising various acts of omission and
commission of the Government and advancing various
radical suggestions, he took care to say that these sugges-
tions would in fact strengthen and not weaken the British
connection. It was, therefore, not his object to subvert
British rule in India. His object was to advance the nation
to a higher stage of political and economic development
so that India could in due course function as an equal
partner like the then White Dominions of the British
Empire.
The first published work of Romesh Dutt was his
Three Years in Europe which appeared in 1872. Initially,
the book recorded his impressions and observations during
his three years' stay in Europe from 1868 to 1871. Later
editions, however, contained impressions of his subsequent
visits to Europe, The book is noteworthy as depicting his
interests and his sensitive observations. His main interest
lay in political and social institutions of the countries he
visited, and these he described in some detail. His inte-
rest in history is also evident by his account of the histori-
cal background to some of the towns and cities he saw.
But the work was not essentially one of scholarship. He

